England’s way to become a national state

During the 16th century England really evolved into one of the most important countries in the world. 

Their empire was founded and they started to build up a great fleet.

England owned a lot of land in France during the 14th century, but most of it was lost during the hundred-year war. This wasn’t as bad as it sounds, because after that England started to concentrate on the British isle, and didn’t have to worry about anything else.

Henrik VII

England’s first regent during the 16th century, Henrik VIII, didn’t like the Pope because he wouldn’t let him divorce from his wife Katarina of Aragonia. In the year 1531 Henrik became the leader of the church in England, instead of the Pope. Later on he succeeded in getting the church closer to the Protestantism. 

Elisabeth I

In the year 1547 Elisabeth I became regent. England was at war with Spain, who was competing with England in oversea trade. The war ended with an English victory after the defeat of “the invincible armada”, Spain’s big fleet and pride. The battle was in the English Channel in the year of 1588. After that England’s fleet was seen as the biggest in the world. Another important event during Elisabets regency-time was the founding of the East India Company year 1600.

The Stuart Family 1603-49

The Scotsman Jakob I succeeded Elisabeth 1603. 

He got annoyed on the parliament and they often had struggles. In the year 1625 Jakob’s son Karl I became king and he got so mad at the parliament that year 1629 he closed it and decided to reign without it. When Karl implemented the Anglican Church in Scotland, against the Scotsmens will, they went to war against him.Then Karl elected a new parliament. But he thought they were annoying too. They had disagreements against his tat policy and when they killed Karl’s most important advisor he tried to jail the parliaments leading men, but it didn’t work. Civil war started and the parliament leader Oliver Cromwell soon won. He accused and convicted Karl for high treason and got him executed year 1649. 

Oliver Cromwell

Oliver became a dictator and ruled under the title “Lord Protector”. He did a god job with the foreign policy. England’s sea empire expanded and Oliver had a fortunate war against Holland. But the people of England did not like Cromwell. In the year 1660, due to a restoration, the monarchy was returned with the Stuart Karl II as king, which the people thought was great after the many years of dictature. 

The Stuarts (again)
25 years later Karl II’s brother Jakob II became king. A new civil war started and this time it was about the religion. The protestants asked Holland for help and a guy called Villhelm of Orania (he was married to Jakob II’s daughter Maria) came to fight Jakob. Unfortunately Jakob had almost none on his side and he had to flee. He did it without any fight so people called it “The Honest Revolution”.

Villhelm (1689-1702) and Anna (1702-1714)

Vilhelm was elected to king he had to sign a document called the Declaration of Rights, a paper that gave the parliament more power than the king had. The last Stuart in England regencyhistory was Vilhelm’s friend Anna (1702-1714).

Conclusion

It is very obvious that the Stuart family has influenced the British history.  This fact together with the constant conflict with France and the Catholic Church united England. The people of England and England’s trading had big roles too. For example, what if the people wouldn’t have made an uprise against the dictator Oliver Cromwell? The history would probably be very different, maybe he would have continued to reign and made succesful wars but the people would have suffered. And if the trading hadn’t been so successful for England, Holland probably wouldn’t have attacked them.
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